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transportation and storage facilities contribute to the 
problem. One consequence is that an estimated 8 mil-
lion people die each year of hunger-related diarrhea, 
pneumonia, and other illnesses—more than AIDS, 
malaria, and tuberculosis combined. A second conse-
quence is mass migration across national boundaries.

Expanding middle classes tend to change their 
diets to consume more grain-fed beef and pork. Most 
of the world’s best farmland is already cultivated and 
is being reduced by expanding cities and deserts. Cre-
ating more from remaining forests and grasslands 
would have major environmental consequences on 
wildlife and possibly on climate itself. Middle-class 
dietary change and an estimated additional 2 billion 
people by mid-century will result in insufficient food 
supply.
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Source: Keating et al. (2013).

Global Voices
Let me tell you about the very rich. They are 
different from you and me. They possess and enjoy 
early, and it does something to them, makes them 
soft where we are hard, and cynical where we are 
trustful, in a way that, unless you were born rich, 
it is very difficult to understand. They think, deep 
in their hearts, that they are better than we are 
because we had to discover the compensations and 
refuges of life for ourselves. Even when they enter 
deep into our world or sink below us, they still 
think that they are better than we are. They are 
different.

—F. Scott Fitzgerald,  
“Rich Boy,” in All the Sad Young Men (1926)


